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SUB J : THE GAMBIA AND ARMS RESTRAINTS 

REF: STATE 20621 

1 . DISCUSSION OF ARMS RESTRAINTS HAS MODEST APPLICABILITY TO 
THE GAMBIA, WHICH VIRGUALLY ALONE IN AFRICA HAS NO MILITARY 
FORCES. SECURITY IN THIS SMALL COUNTRY OF ONE-HALF MILLION IS 
MAINTAINED BY LEAN, EFFICIENT POLICE FORCE NUMBERING ABOUT 750. 
WITHIN THIS ORGANIZATION THERE IS PARA MILITARY FIELD FORCE 
OF ABOUT 250 WT 

CH FUNCTIONS SOMEWHAT AS SMALL ARMY. THERE 

ARE PLANS TO DOUBLE THE SIZE OF FIELD FORCE THROUGH CREATION OF 
ENGINEERING COMPANY IN 1976. DOUBLING OF FIELD FORCE TO 
STRENGTH OF 500 WILL RESULT IN TOTAL STRENGTH OF POLICE 
AND FIELD FORCE OF 1,000 I.E. 

PRESENT PLANNED 

POLICE 500 500 

FIELD FORCE 250 500 

TOTAL POLICE FORCE UHP 1,000 
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THIS INCREASE INF THE FIELD FORCE IS EXPECTED TO BE 

USED FOR RUAL CONSTRUCTION AND OTHER NATION-BUILDING PROJECTS. 

2. THE GAMBIAN POLICE ARE ARMED WITH WEAPONS LEFT BEHIND BY 
GREAT BRITAIN AT INDEPENDENCE 1965. REQUESTS WERE MADE TO 
LONDON TO MODERNIZE THESE OBSOLESCENT ARMS, BUT THE GAMBIA 
WAS TOLD IT COULD ONLY RECEIVE BRITISH WEAPONS ON CASH BASIS. 

THE GAMBIA THEN TURNED TO COMMUNIST SUPPLIERS, AND IN THE PST 
FEW MONTHS HAS RECEIVED GRATIS 500 SOVIET SUBMACHINE GUNS, 

AND SUFFICIENT CHINESE SMALL ARMS TO EQUIP A BATTALION. 

NONE OF THESE ARMS HAVE YET BEEN USED BY THE POLICE. 

3. THE ONLY PLAUSIBLE THREAT TO THE GAMBIA IS POSED BY 
SENEGAL, AND IN ANY FIGHT BETWEEN THE TWO, GAMBIA WOULD 
QUICKLY LOSE. COMMUNIST ARMS HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED PRESUMABLY 
MORE FOR PRESTIGE REASONS, THAN AS MEANINGFUL DETERRENT 

TO SENEGAL. 

4. THE GAMBIA IS PURCHASING AN ARMED PATROL BOAT FROM 
GREAT BRITAIN, TO BE USED BY THE POLICE IN APPREHENDING 
FISHING VESSELS WHICH ILLEGALLY OPERATE IN GAMBIAN WATERS. 

NO OTHER LARGE MILITARY ITEMS ARE KNOWN TO BE UNDER 
GAMBIAN CONSIDERATION EITHER FOR PURCHASE, OR AS GIFTS. 

IT IS PRESENTLY INCONCEIVABLE THAT THE GAMBIA WOULD CONTEMPLATE 
ACQUIRING SOPHISTICATED WEAPONS SUCH AS JET AIRCRAFT, 

MISSILES, OR MODERN TANKS. 

5. THE GAMBIA MIGHT BE INTETERESTED IN SOME REGIONAL 
SECURITY ARRANGEMENT WHICH GUARANTEED ITS INTEGRITY VIS- 
A-VIS SENEGAL. HOWEVER, THE GAMBIA REALISTICALLY HAS 
CONCLUDED THAT ITS BEST POLICY TOWARD SENEGAL IS ONE OF 
COOPERATION AND MUTUAL TOLERANCE, AVOIDING CONTENTIOUS ACTIONS 
WHICH COULD PROVOKE ITS BIG NEIGHBOR. 

AGGREY 
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